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TEN YEARS
THE CELEBRATION

by Juanita Doares
On Aptil 3 this association celebrated its tenth anniver-

Thanks to those

sary with a special meeting attended by a large number of who served
retitees. The Library’s situation at that time, including

cuts in money, books, and hours, was described by Mary Bert Abelson

Kay Conwell, Director of the Branch Libraries, and Mary Ann Altman
William Walker, Director of the Research Libraries. We Agnes Babich
were told that 85 Branches and all four Research Libraries Polly Bookhout
are now at five days of setrvice each week. The City- Mary Brady*
funded book budget was by 40 percent. [For more details Edna Canozer

on cuts, see page ten of this newsletter.] Don Hirschorn Theresa Casile*

of the Retired Public Employees Association described
that association’s actions, and Juanita Doares expressed
appreciation for their help in achieving a cost of living

Henrietta Cohen
Despina Croussouloudis
Juanita Doares

adjustment. Robert Foy, Chief Librarian of Mid-Manhat- Lucy Eldridge
tan Library, gave the opening remarks, and Juanita Doares Moritia Leah Frederick*
gave special recognition to Robert Goldstein, now retired, Fred Gee*
for his help when he was head of the Mid-Manhattan Bob Goldstein
Library. Nora Gorschoff*
Mary Brady, former treasurer of the Association, who Betty Gubert
died recently, was remembered by Barbara Berliner, Ada Jackson
Phyllis King, Harriet Shalat, and Valerie Stegmayer. They Mercy Kellogg*
spoke of Mary’s devotion and high standards as head of Phyllis King
Telephone Reference. Members of Mary’s family were Ruth Kronmiller*
also present. [See page ten for Phyllis King’s remem- Alar Kruus
brance] Georgette Lachat
Thelma Thomas, distinguished story teller, entertained William O. Lee
with her wonderful stories, as she has done so often. Helen Levine
Lydia LaFleur, a wonderful friend to the association, read Catherine Marquard
a moving essay. Angelina Moscatt
The social committee provided refreshments, including Anne Moy
a birthday cake and champagne. The committee also Larry Murphy
arranged an exhibit of photographs of the Library’s Delores Noyes
retirees, and the association surprised President Juanita Rose Marie O’Leary
Doates with a beautiful NYPL scatf. Bob Sink
Many people have worked for the association, more John Slade
than can be mentioned in this short space; large numbers Virginia Swift
have written letters and made telephone calls supporting Belle Weinberg*
legislation. The following list includes those to whom we
are especially indebted. *Deceased



The following items are taken from letters and membership
Jorms. As far as possible, the words and punctuation have been
kept as written, but some items had to be shortened to fit limited
space. Most are arranged alphabetically by last name. We
apologize if we have not always read your handwriting correctly.

I_sis Alcala, East Lansing, Michigan. Not much new to
report save an ongoing bout with arthritis that Pearl
Harbored me last November. Celebrex helps keep me
walking at something close to my old Johnnie Walker
gait. Still enjoying those Harrison Roadhouse martinis,
and [the] annual [ ] shad roe is due this week. My fleet
of model warships continues to grow, over 2,300 at this
writing. Buying all the opera/lieder CD’s that my
budget allows before they become extinct. Enjoy
reading Staff News save for the obits. Re current
French bashing: I've increased my consumption of brie
and Veuve Clicquot.

Barbara Berliner, Leonia, New Jersey. Since retiring in
August 2002, T have been to London twice and Scot-
land once. I'm planning to visit Scotland again this
summer. After that trip I will be doing fund-raising in
this country for the Children’s Hospice Association
Scotland (CHAS). I've been going to plays and movies
and catching up on my reading and enjoying retire-
ment!

Polly Bookhout, New York, New York. Tve enjoyed
learning more about using my digital camera through a
coutse at the YMCA this summer. I took hundreds of
pictures on my Elderhostel tour of Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia, St. Petersburg, and Moscow this fall. I'm
taking a course reading Indian authors currently writing
in English from an Indian instructor at The New
School. Along with others in my YMCA exercise
course ’ve been part of the Riverside Branch book
discussion group.

Emily Browne, Fresno, California. Have moved into a
retirement home. Am busy cleaning out my house,
getting ready to sell. Quite an adjustment but getting
there.

Thomas Bourke, St. Petersburg, Florida. 1 have been
working as a reference libratian since 2001 at the
Gulfport Public Library, Gulfport, Florida 33707.

Edna Canoger, Riverdale, New York. Working part time at

Mid-Manhattan. Frequent trips to art exhibits (Hart-
ford Athenian, Philadelphia Art Institute, etc.). Slowed
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down a bit by fractured humerus (left arm). Stll in
Therapy--Sept-Jan.

Edward M. Dana, Martinsburg, West Virginia. Keeping
busy with the Air Force Sergeants Association as
Division Convention Coordinator. Just finished a very
good convention the end of April in Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts. Now completing final reports and starting
planning for next year. Working at home keeping 20
room house on 12 1/2 acres in good shape. Takes 6
hours to mow the lawn.

Dorothy R. Eosefow, South Ozone Park, New York. 1stll
enjoy gardening on a limited basis. Despite [that] I am
restricted to a wheel chair. I still travel. Do enjoy
talking to longtime friends from the Library. Ido
remember the opening of the new Library at 5th
Avenue at 40th Street with the hassle of packing boxes
of books, new and old--the memoties are still vivid.

Pilar F. Fornes, Miami, Florida. 1 have moved to Miami,
Flotida due to my husband’s health. He is actually
living in 2 “home.” He has Parkinson’s and other
problems. I live across the street from my brother, but
I may move to another apartment because this one I
am living in is too small. If I movel will let you know.
Give my regards to all the “girls.”

Mary E. Gibson, Whiting, New Jersey. Still driving my car,
busy at church, enjoying visits with my 3 children and
5 grandchildren all on Long Island, 2 of whom will be
entering college this year away from home (new
experience for them).

Harriet Gottfried, New York, New York. I’m writing
nonfiction and working on a research project. 'm
opposed to the military intervention in Iraq.

Ruth R. Higgins, Ellsworth, Matne. 1 have come back to
Maine, my home state. After I retired we moved to
Conway, South Carolina and lived there for 17 years.
We went through the hurricane Hugo. After my
husband died I moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico
and lived there for three years. I am happy to be back
in Maine, near the coast and near Acadia National
Park. I don’t mind the cold and love the fresh air. I
always felt so lucky to have worked under exceptional
branch librarians--Isabel Jackson, Emily Davis, Gerald
Gold and Julia Brody from the Bronx Borough Office.

_Arnold Hyman, Bronx, New York. 1ama lifelong stamp
collector. I would be happy to trade stamps with any



other retiree. My wife and I like to travel. We just got
back from a train trip across most of the United States.
Will be going to Boston and Cape Cod in June and to
Columbus, Ohio in August for the APS stamp show.
Love to read and attend open rehearsals of The New
York Philharmonic. I enjoyed my many years as a
book discussion leader at the Kingsbridge Regional
Library. Loved doing budget action.

Grace K Iijima, New York, New York. In April 2002
attended the United Nations Conference on Ageing as
a representative of the International Federation on
Ageing, whose headquarters are in Montreal, Canada.
The official Assembly and NGO conference were held
in Madrid, Spain. We discussed such problems of the
ageing population around the world as health, poverty,
abuse, housing, social relations, and living standards.
Greetings to Horace Moseley, custodian of the
Allerton Branch when I was there, 1958-1967, and to
all staff of that time. I remember the Great Blackout
of 1965. I hope that the present economic situation,
which has caused so much unemployment and financial
disasters that are suffered by low and middle income
people will soon improve. The losses to the very rich
may inconvenience them, but they are not losing their
homes, their livelihood, their basic economic secutity,
their health insurance, etc. I hope the United States
will someday have a universal health care system that
includes dental care, eyes and ears.

Lee (Jessie Lee) Johnson, New York, New York. Retirement
is wonderful: playing the piano, exploring and bicy-
cling in Central Park, playing tennis (I still desire steady
partners, intermediate level, for singles or doubles.

Any takers?), attending operas, concerts, recitals, seeing
former staff, visiting museums, gardens and the Bronx
Zoo. The Metropolitan Museum is like a second
home. I treasure my 40 years with the NYPL. There’s
so little time. When working, I was always 2-4 weeks
behind in reading my magazine subscriptions. Retire-
ment hasn’t changed that. Sooner or later everyone
wants to visit New York. I love being a full time
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tourist and guide for visiting friends and relatives.

Phyllis King, New York, New York. Summer visit to our
first great grandchild, a gitl in Denver. Jim had a stent
inserted in his aorta after suffering heart pains in
October. I had a brief hospital stay on election day for
fibrillations. Had tests; my heart is fine. My vote
wouldn’t have made a difference, anyway, sad to say.
We are planning a trip to Turks and Caico (Caribbean)
the first two weeks in February.

William 1 ee, Staten Island, New York. Research on the
origin, growth and outlook of Islamic terrorism.

Richard C. Lynch, New York, New York. A question for
readers of the newsletter. Recently while reading
Murder on the Blackboard (written by Stuart Palmer in
1932) I came across an interesting visit to the NYPL’s
main building in 1932: “For all of 30 minutes Miss
Hildegarde Withers stood on the steps...awaitin;g the
august pleasure of its gray-clad minions in opening the
doors for the day. Once inside, she crossed the wide
marble rotunda and stalked grimly up the stairs. On
the third floor she turned West, through the almost
vacant catalogue room, and on toward the main
reading room.” The visit goes on for several pages,
and it is not a particularly flattering view of the library,
although the heroine does get the information she
came for (when a certain book was used, by whom,
and the time it was taken out and returned) all by a
search by a “gray-haired” librarian through the call
slips. (At the Theatre Collection we did not record the
times, but perhaps in 1932?) Teacher/detective
Hildegarde Withers was portrayed on the screen by
Edna May Oliver in 1932, the same year this mystery
was written. Do any readers know of other descrip-
tions of the library in fiction?

Lydia LaFlenr, New York, New York. Have been busy
this spring rehearsing the play “The Seagull” by
Chekhov which our community theater--The
Morningside Players--will be performing in June. I
love the play and the role of Madame Arkadina, the

self centered, aging actress.

Peter McCallion, New York, New York. 1 cannot believe

5 years have passed since my retirement. I find I am
busier now than before. Summers I work as Assistant
Head Usher at the Tanglewood Music Center; in winter
I travel to Mexico to continue my studies in Spanish
and pre-Columbian archaeology. I also drive a van for
an Elder hostel out of Santa Fe, NM, and remain active
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lews from

in ALA. My health remains excellent. I enjoy meeting
NYPL friends for lunch--and attending retirement
parties.

Catherine Marguard, Langhorne, Pennsylvania. General
news since I have retired to a lovely Attleboro Village
in Langhorne, PA. I work in our small library (not at
all like NYPL); attend music concerts in Princeton and
Philadelphia; traveled this year to Florida and to
London for Christmas; still like theatre in New York;
and still follow baseball.

Pauline Ristuccia, Manorville, New York. 1 am a member
of the Greenwood Village Senior Citizen Club. My
husband (who is also the treasurer) and I participate in
various social functions. I am at times a waitress in the
Club House Social Affair, assist in setting up tables
with other committees for different functions such as
Valentine Parties, Halloween, Spring Party, etc. We
enjoy it very much. We live in an Adult Community,
and we can be as busy as we want. Also, we volunteer
for the Dominican Home Care Services for people
who need to be taken to doctors, go for tests, etc. And
then if need be we will help them go shopping, which
they love

Otillia M. Pearson, New York, New York. New York
Public Librarians, especially those who visit Florida,
will be interested to learn that on October 6, 2002
Broward County opened a new facility called

African American Research Library and

Cuitural Center.
They publish a Cultural Quarterly--Fall, 2002 v. XV#4
current issue. Director: Dorothy Klein, Broward
County Public Library Foundation. Address: 2650
Sistrunk Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33311. Samuel E
Morrison, retiting as director of the Library System.

The “Beethoven” piano--formerly owned by The

New York Public Library Music Division at Lincoln
Center and restored by Hugh Gough (deceased)--is
now located in the Frederick Historic Piano Collection
at 15 Water Street, Ashburnham, Massachsettes 01430.
See NY Times article “Where Old Pianos Go To Live”
by Anthony Tommasini for details of the collection
11/22/01.

Jean A. Pinckney, Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina. 1t has been
one year since I moved from New York to South
Carolina. I have been fortunate to find a part-time
position at Trident Technical College in North Chatles-
ton. The atmosphere here is more relaxed, and I am
making use of my librarian skills, even though on a
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smaller scale. I am loving it.

Maria M. Proctor, Hightstown, New Jersey. 1 am living in a
lovely retirement community, Meadow Lakes, which 1
enjoy very much. We have quite a good library. I help
out when needed, cataloging, taking inventory, etc.

Gunther E. Pobl, Great Neck, New York. Just wishing to

say hello and to note particularly that I use the Library
every possible day for the NYS Biography and Portrait
Index, which currently has over one million references.

Bridie Race, Sunnyside, Queens. 1 continue to keep my
membership in the International Association of
Administrative Professionals. This year I attended
their International Convention in Alberquerque, New
Mexico. This was a tremendous undertaking for me
since I haven’t done anything so adventurous since
becoming handicapped. Airport security wasn’t a
problem (I have a metal prosthesis). Hotel and
convention site was terrific. A highlight of the trip was
a surprise dinner with Rose Messer, a former NYPL
colleague. She looks great.

Emil N. Ramil, Union, New Jersey. I'm in good shape
(physical condition) after the radiations (39) ordered by
my Dr. Kathleen Murphy, plus prescriptions, etc. for
my prostate cancet. God bless Dr. Murphy, my urology
science angel. I’m very sotry about the tremendous
reduction of my dear Music Cataloger section. I hope
everything changes for the best in the future. I con-
tinue to work hours and hours in my home, cataloging
my videos section (VHS & DVD); Long Plays; CD’;
Cassettes; Open Reel; 78 and 45 rpm recordings. Plus:
Non Fiction and Fiction Books; Great Arts; Biogra-
phies; Science; Spirituals; Hollywood Performers;
Composers; etc.

Bella Remz, Rio Rancho, New Mexico. We have been living
in New Mexico for 22 years and hopefully for a long
time. Life is very quiet, and I like it this way. We used
to do some intensive traveling, but now we kind of stay
put. Bones are beginning to hurt so I got involved in
quilting and am enjoying it. I have always been a
knitter, and I still do it along with needlepoint. After
the rush of New York we like it quiet. I enjoy the staff
news because I can hear some anecdotes of some of

the staff that I worked with. Thank you for asking,

Rose O. Roth, New York, New York. Living at the
Williams, a wonderful senior residence run by the
Salvation Army. Several other retired librarians live






